A letter sent by the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh to one of the Donors of the Yeshiva

@U started learning the Midrash on Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan. We were ten Lamdanim
a

nd this is how we learned.

We sat together learning from morning till night. We were learning in order to elucidate the
Talmud through the teachings of the Rambam. As to eliminate any questions on his teachings.

With Hashem’s help, we had already finished two Massechtos.

The manner in which we learned was as follows; with Tallis and Tefillin, in holiness, humility,
yiras shamayim and the middah of chassidus. Not one of us would leave the Beis Midrash.
At mealtimes, on days we did not fast, we would go to the courtyard to a corner close to the
entrance and eat. We would return immediately to our holy work without speaking about any-

thing mundane. This was during the day.

At nights, we had three sedarim. The first one lasted up to five hours, the second lasted up
to nine hours and the third lasted until daybreak. Night seder was different, we divided into
groups. Each group learned one of the following, the Rambam, the Ri’f, the Talmud, the Shul-
chan Aruch and the Mishna. With praise to Hashem, each group was successful in their learning

and every Shabbos night we would get together and each would teach us of what they learned.
We davened properly and in the best way possible.

Every Motzai Shabbos we learned our seder separately until daybreak. This is what we usually
learned; 26 pirkei Tehillim against Hashem’s name. The number of Mishnayos for another of
Hashem’s names, the Parsha of that week with excitement and attention to every word, three
or four pages of Gemara and eight simanim of Shulchan Aruch. The seder would end close to
dawn, when we would say Tikkun. We would daven at Sunrise, to connect redemption to prayer,
as to fulfill “And I did what is good in your eyes”. Throughout the night we would not speak of

anything mundane, we sat with the divine presence and learned with the help of Hashem.

At times of great opportunity for prayers to be answered we davened for our friends who sup-
ported us completely. Each Rosh Chodesh we visited the graves of Tzaddikim and davened for
all of Am Yisroel, the Shechina, and bless our friends in heart and soul.

Signed on 28th of Shvat of the year bs”r, Chaim ben Moshe Attar
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